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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 

MINUTES 

 

  CHAIRMAN Robert Salka called the Public Hearing and Regular 

Meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Public Assembly Room at the John Weichsel 

Municipal Center at 196-200 North Main Street, Southington, CT with 

the following members in attendance: 

 Jeffrey Gworek, Joseph LaPorte & Joseph Pugliese 

 Alternates: Ronald Bohigian 

 Others:  David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 

 Absent:   Matthew O’Keefe, Commissioner 

    Ryan Rogers & Paul Bedard, Alternates 

 The Acting Chair seated Mr. Bohigian for Mr. O’Keefe this 

evening.  A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 Mr. Gworek explained the procedure to be followed in the 

presentation of an appeal and advised should their appeal be approved 

they file with the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as they receive the 

formal approval in the mail before starting any work.   You have one 

year to begin the project. 

 Mr. Gworek also explained all public hearings heard this evening 

would have a vote this evening.  You will need a four to one, super 

majority vote to approve your appeal. So you are welcome to stay for 

the regular meeting to hear the decision on your appeal. 

 

ROBERT SALKA, Chair, presiding: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to accept the Minutes as presented.   

Mr. Pugliese seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6215A, application of Maria Camila Labrada for 

special exception approval for restaurant liquor service under 

Sections 4-01.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 2176 West 

Street, property of VJBASILE III LLC in a B zone. 
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 THE CHAIR:  Will the applicant or her representative please state 

your name and address for the record. 

 MS. LABRADA: My name is Maria Camila Labrada and my home address 

is 22 Walnut Street in Cheshire, CT. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Ray Ragaini, the liquor permit consultant for her.  

And, it is 30 Winter Street, Ansonia, CT. 

 We are here tonight to open a second restaurant.  She owns 

another restaurant that is operating in the Town of Wallingford. It 

has been there ten years.  So now, he is expanding by putting another 

restaurant here in the Town of Southington. 

 It’ll be basically the same menu, Mexican-type fare.  It’ll have 

a barroom and a dining room per the state liquor commission rulings as 

far as separation, bar and dining room, similar to what he has in 

Wallingford, but a different footprint and sketch which you have 

there, board members and Mr. Chairman. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Questions from the board? 

 MR. LAPORTE:  How much of a change to the interior? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  The interior is pretty much the same footprint as 

it was with the previous owner who left not many months ago.  It’s 

just going to be, you know, decorated different for more of a Mexican 

type of atmosphere than what it was before. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  How many bar seats will you have? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Uh, it is on the sketch.  I don’t have --- 

 (Pause, pause) 

 She said approximately 30.  But let me --- 

 MR. GWOREK:  Well, at the bar is – 

 MR. RAGAINI:  The bar itself? 

 MS. LABRADA:  At the bar itself?  Oh, okay, um about ten. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  About ten to twelve, sir. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  Can you give me an accurate number?  Because we 

are going to stipulate that. 

 THE CHAIR:  The sketch is showing fourteen.  Then you have 

something behind it.  Um --- 

 MR. RAGAINI:  May I approach, sir? 

 THE CHAIR:  Sure. 

 (Approached the bench.) 
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 (Discussion off the record at the bench.) 

 MR. RAGAINI:  This is like a community table.  So the bar is 

here.  People can sit here.   They call it, for lack of a better word, 

a community table. So you may sit there with a friend or your wife or 

your girlfriend and then there will be other people sitting there, 

too. 

 But the bar itself is right here (indicating). 

 THE CHAIR:  So, that is what we are referring to.  I think there 

is fourteen seats there. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  That would be correct. 

 THE CHAIR:  Is that what you got? 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Thank you.   Okay. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  Will there be any loud entertainment? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  We are looking for acoustics, DJ, karaoke and live 

bands.  And, that won’t be every night.  Obviously, the biggest night 

would be Cinco de Mayo.  But special nights. 

 Mostly it will be limited to the Friday and Saturday. 

 MS. LABRADA:  Friday or Saturday. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, it is going to be acoustic with no amplification. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes, right.   And, then DJ, karaoke and live bands. 

 And, because of the size of it, a live band won’t be like a six 

piece but maybe like a two-piece mariachi type of band or something 

along that line.  It won’t be anything extensive. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  And, that’ll be inside, only. 

 MR.  RAGAINI: Inside, only. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  The outside doors would be closed. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Right. 

 THE CHAIR:  So if we were to stipulate a three, maximum three 

piece, would that work for you? 

 MS. LABRADA:  Three-piece band?  Yah. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes.  Because the size of it, too, is not conducive 

to large type of entertainment venue. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Is there any outside dining? 
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 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  That’ll come next. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  That’ll come next, yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Don’t jump the gun, okay? 

 (Chuckles) 

 Where would the band in this schematic, just for our purposes, 

where would be the band be positioned? 

 (Approached the bench.) 

 (Discussion at the bench.) 

 MS. LABRADA:  The thing that we have in the restaurant in 

Wallingford, they play in the bar and then they move to the diners. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, so it’s like where they move and play at a 

table? 

 MS. LABRADA:  Yah.  

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 Thank you. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  Did we mention dancers and everything? 

 THE CHAIR:  No, we can ---I think we can mention that in the 

stipulations and see if they have a problem with that when you make 

the motion. Okay? 

 Anything else on this particular application? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  No.  Not on this application. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions from the board? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Well, you said you had karaoke, correct? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Where is that going to take place? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Probably in the dining room.  Probably set up in a 

corner of the dining room.   

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  With speakers and stuff like that, right? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yah.  But again, if there is any --- we will comply 

with any ordinances you have for sound which I am sure you have for 

decibels.  And, it is only going to be inside.  There won’t be any 

amplification outside of the music.  It’s just for inside. 
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 MR. BOHIGIAN:  The question that I have is what would be the 

hours for like karaoke and that kind of thing? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Well, usually karaoke, music, sometimes like 9:00 

to midnight.   

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  We are probably going to stipulate some of that. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  We want to be good neighbors, obviously. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  If you can give us --- it would help us if you 

gave us specifics.  Because I asked you if you were going to have 

amplification and typically with a DJ, I assume they are going to have 

amplification. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Absolutely correct. 

 THE CHAIR:  So we want to make sure that we get it in the 

stipulations that we can both agree to um, and then you won’t have a 

problem with compliance. 

 Dave?  Did you have a comment? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  No, I agree. 

 THE CHAIR:  I see your eyes go up. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Can I just talk to her one second? 

 THE CHAIR:  Sure. 

 (Off the record discussion.) 

 THE BOHIGIAN:   The only concern I had for the board was if they 

have an outside eating area and the door keeps opening and closing 

with the people coming in and out how much of the amplification is 

going to go out.  I know where the area is.  It’s kind of trafficy 

(sp) and stuff, but you know, we just need to put some kind of --- 

 THE CHAIR:  I think that the point is that the next application 

is going to be the --- they’re going to have a patio which is where I 

think the outside dining would take place. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Correct. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, I think it would be a good point. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  She has to explain to you about the hours. 

 MR. LABRADA:  Well, we have in the other restaurant is karaoke.  

We have it from 9:00 to 12:30 am.  And, mariachis, they play from 6:00 

to 9:00. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, what about the DJ?  Would be the same 6:00 to 

9:00? 
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 MS. LABRADA:  Well, the DJ would be pretty much on the weekend.  

It would be a Friday or Saturday.  So, to like midnight or so. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Say 12:30 just like the karaoke. 

 MS. LABRADA:  Yah, just like the karaoke. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Nine pm to 12:30 am? 

 MS. LABRADA:  Yes.  

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes, sir. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: And, that would be what, Saturdays? 

 MS. LABRADA:  Friday or Saturday, yah.  Weekend. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Or to be honest, if somebody will have a party and 

request it, to have a DJ or mariachi band, they would have to have 

that for them.  That would be the only exception to that. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: No DJ on Sunday? 

 MR. LABRADA:  Sunday?  No, no. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I guess we are going to ask what are your hours 

Monday thru Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Hours of operation? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Yah. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  They would open up for lunch at – 

 MS. LABRADA:  Lunch at 11:00 am. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Eleven to closing at 1:00 in the morning Monday 

thru Thursday.  Friday and Saturday from eleven to 2:00 in the 

morning. 

 And, then Sunday, this is something you should know gentlemen, 

they changed the hours on Sunday’s operation.  Before, the earliest 

you could open was eleven. And, that has been changed.  Now it’s 10:00 

in the morning.  They did that because many restaurants, especially 

hotels, have brunches and the brunch starts at say 10:00 and you can’t 

start consuming alcohol until 11:00 so the commission then put it back 

an hour, unless the town says we want it these hours and then we 

should have to comply with any permit and we would have to comply with 

whatever hours on Sunday.  If you don’t want to see the change, that 

is up to your bodies in the various towns and cities. 

 THE CHAIR:  Well, one of the advantages you’ve got, at least for 

now, is that you are sort of isolated.  The restaurant is isolated at 

this point.  That is not to say that’ll be the case --- hopefully not 

– in the future.   
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 But the point is that I think that one of the stipulations that 

we’ve always had as far as we don’t want any noise coming outside the 

building.  So it’s going to behoove you to make sure and to monitor 

that. 

 Because if we get a complaint, then we would have to revisit it 

again.  So you have to be aware that the sound can’t be coming outside 

the building.  So you have to --- 

 MR. RAGAINI:  We are coming into the colder weather obviously and 

the amount of patio activity will be --- with the weather, you know. 

 But again, when the season starts next spring – 

 THE CHAIR: Yes.  Especially, if you are going to run to 2:00 in 

the morning. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  You are going to be successful, so this is an 

issue we are going to see next summer, perhaps. 

 (Chuckles) 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  So, it’s Sunday, 10:00 am to what time? 

 MR. RAGAINI: Uh, 1:00 in the morning.  Yah.  But normally by 

12:00 --- and if it is quiet, if it is bad weather, you just, you 

know.  But those are just the core hours that we want to make sure the 

record has. 

 MR. PUGLIESE:   One of the stipulations that we normally apply 

is:  no exotic dancers, male or female, public or private.  I am sure 

that you’re set with that, but I wanted to make sure. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, do we have any other questions on this 

application? 

 MR. PUGLIESE: No. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, hearing none, this application is closed. 
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 B. APPEAL #6216A, application of Maria Camila Labrada for 

patio liquor service under Sections 4-01.32, 11-04 & 15-05 of the 

Zoning Regulations, 2176 West Street, property of VJBASILE III, LLC in 

a B zone.  

 THE CHAIR:  Thank you. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Again, this is the application, the second one.  

It’s for outdoor patio which you have and then the patio would be used 

obviously seasonal.  We don’t know how much business we will get this 

year. Obviously, it’s September.  You know, the fall weather is coming 

and the amount of use.  Obviously, we’d like to have it to be up and 

running for the spring and summer of 2017. 

 THE CHAIR:  Where would the patio be placed? 

 (Approached the bench.) 

 (Discussion over the bench.) 

 MR. RAGAINI:  This is the front of the building and right in the 

front.  That’s the patio.  It’s closest to the road. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, the patio is going to be out in front of the 

road? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yes.  Not in front of the road. But – 

 THE CHAIR:  Between the building and the road? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Correct.  Yes, sir. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  So that means it’s going to be here. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  That’s right, sir. 

 THE CHAIR:  Thank you. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  And, you are not going to have more than ten 

tables? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  No.  Ten tables, four people.  That’s forty. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, there will be no music outside? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  No. 

 THE CHAIR:  There will be no music outside. 

 MS. LABRADA: No.  No music. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: I have a question:  Is that fenced in? 

 MS. LABRADA:  Yes, it is. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Is there a way out of there? 
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 MS. LABRADA:  It is a gate through the restaurant and then 

outside. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  You have to come back in through the restaurant?  

So people can’t come from the parking lot and go to the patio. 

 MR. MOGENY:  They would not want anybody leaving the patio with 

an alcoholic beverage. That would be a violation.  The commission 

would pick up on that.  Exactly. 

 THE CHAIR:  What are the hours --- what will the hours be for the 

patio outside? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Well, obviously, depends on many things.  Number 

one, the weather and the time of year. 

 The patio hours would probably correspond with the restaurant 

hours.  Obviously, depending on the weather and that and the time of 

the year.  If it is winter, obviously, the patio won’t be used. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  And, no music outside? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  No. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.   No speakers outside. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Okay. That way it will encourage people to stay 

inside and enjoy the music. 

 THE CHAIR:  Do you want to check this to make sure we’ve got 

those covered? 

 (Pause) 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  Please bear with me for a minute. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Okay. 

 (Pause, pause) 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I don’t remember if we have ever had any outdoor 

dining areas open until 2:00 in the morning. 

 THE CHAIR: No.  We have not. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Well, I mean, the operation, they say is Friday, 

Saturday 11:00 to 2:00 am and then Sundays 10:00 am to 1:00 pm (sic) 

and 1:00 pm(sic) all during the week. 

 I mean, you know, I don’t know --- 

 MR. GWOREK:  One am? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: Yah.  On Friday and Saturday, it is 2:00 am. 

 MR. GWOREK:  On Sunday it’s 1:00. 
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 MR. RAGAINI:  If I may, to address this concern, at most places 

and I’ve appeared before your board a couple of times when I did 

Geno’s and I did the new brewery several months ago.  

 The bottom line is this, most places don’t stay open to --- on 

Friday, Saturday night, she can tell you, by 12:30, 1:00, people are 

leaving. 

 And, the only people usually that are in there until the end of 

the night are people cleaning, restocking the bar and getting ready 

for the next day. 

 So, rarely, unless there is, you know, a party or something going 

on because the statues, at the closing hour, everyone has to be out of 

the bar, out of the dining room and the only people in there are 

people working and/or cleaning or restocking. 

 And, if a liquor agent or an officer in your town or any town see 

it, they could be cited for sales after hours which is a very serious 

violation with the liquor control commission. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, so if we were to stipulate maximum ten tables 

and could we say that there will be no serving on the patio after 

1:00? 

 MR. RAGAINI:  Yah. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  That’ll cover it.  

 And, then again, there is no music and the normal stipulations 

that we put on there. 

 MR. RAGAINI:  And, like you said, where we are, but still there 

may be growth in the area, we are far from some residential, you know 

what I’m saying?  And, again, we will abide by any --- you know, 

obviously, you have --- 

 THE CHAIR:  Dave, do we have to get into, because West Street is 

a pretty busy street.  And, they have an entrance there and I guess 

you could drive all the way around the building.  Do we have to 

concern ourselves or would it be planning & zoning with regards to you 

know, is the patio protected in any way? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Mr. Chairman, I think since it is existing and it 

has been running for quite a while under various restaurants, previous 

ones didn’t have a patio permit.  They had it established.  So I think 

whatever is there, if it was an issue, it would come up. 

 Is there a curb there at the patio?  Is there like a lip? 

 Does it go up?  Do you have to step up onto it?  Or is at grade? 

 MS. LABRADA:  It is level. 
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 MR. LAVALLEE:  Okay.  And, then the fence is just beyond that. 

 MS. LABRADA:   The fence? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Yes. 

 MS. LABRADA:  It is on the patio, yah. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: I thought there was a curb. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Yah, I think there is between the asphalt, like 

the pavement, and the curb --- and the concrete, does it go up?  Do 

you know what I mean?   

 MR. RAGAINI:  I’ve only been there once, so I --- 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Mr. Chairman, I am just showing the transition. 

 THE CHAIR:  Because I haven’t seen it. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Just right there --- does that go up? 

 MS. LABRADA:  Oh, okay. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Just to make sure the tires don’t go up.  It is 

typical that that is what they do.  So --- that, and the fence, you 

know, you’re not going to be there at a high rate of speed, hopefully.  

Typically, you drive around the parking lot and if you are going out 

you have to stop anyways before you get on to West Street.  So, it 

shouldn’t be an issue. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  All right. 

 Any other questions of the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Okay, hearing none, this application is closed. 

 Thank you. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Asked if there were anybody here to contest? 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, I don’t --- is there anyone here --- anyone to 

speak in favor of these applications? 

 (No response) 

 Is there anyone opposing these applications? 

 (No response) 

 Close it now.   Okay.  Thank you for reminding me.   I didn’t see 

anybody there. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 A. APPEAL #6215A, application of Maria Camila Labrada for 

special exception approval for restaurant liquor service under 

Sections 4-01.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 2176 West 

Street, property of VJBASILE III LLC in a B zone. 

 Mr. Pugliese made a motion to approve 6215A for the special 

exception to allow a restaurant liquor permit with the following 

stipulations: 

 - No exotic dancers, male or female, public or private 

 - Number of bar seats shall not exceed fourteen 

 - Entertainment shall be limited to three acoustical pieces 

for the mariachi entertainment between 6:00 and 9:00 and when there is 

karaoke or a DJ there will only --- that will only be between 9:00 and 

12:30. 

 - All of this will happen with the door closed and the 

entertainment will all be inside so the sound will stay inside. 

 - Hours of operation for Sunday will be 10:00 to 1:00 --- 

10:00 in the morning until 1:00 the following morning. 

 Friday and Saturday 11:00 to 2:00 am. 

 Monday thru Thursday 11:00 to 1:00 am. 

 - Any significant changes to the floor plan as determined by 

the zoning enforcement office shall require a new permit. 

 - Any changes in management or permittee shall require a new 

application. 

 Mr. LaPorte seconded. 

 Mr. Pugliese said this is good.  I’m hoping that we get a 

restaurant that stays there for a long time. 

 The Chair noted basically it is really a transfer of permittee 

with a slight modification that requires entertainment.  It’s just a 

change of permittee. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

  



Zoning Board of Appeals – September 27, 2016 

 

13 

 

 B. APPEAL #6216A, application of Maria Camila Labrada for 

patio liquor service under Sections 4-01.32, 11-04 & 15-05 of the 

Zoning Regulations, 2176 West Street, property of VJBASILE III, LLC in 

a B zone.  

 Mr. Pugliese made a motion to approve Appeal 6216A for the patio 

with the following stipulations: 

 Hours of operation shall be limited to 1:00 am. 

 Maximum of ten tables on the patio. 

 All alcoholic beverages shall be served in glasses, cups, et 

cetera and not in original containers. 

 No music or entertainment. 

 No amplified and our loudspeakers. 

 This application will continue to be valid as long as there are 

no complaints.  If there are complaints, they will have to come before 

us again. 

 Mr. LaPorte seconded. 

 The Chair said it is basically the same stipulations as we’ve had 

for most of the restaurants in town. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 Mr. Ragaini clarified:  For Friday and Saturday, it is 2:00 am.  

Just want to be clear.  Thank you.  
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MISCELLANEOUS / OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Discussion – Request to allow amplification of music for a 

one-day event at Greers & Beers, 16 Eden Avenue. 

 THE CHAIR:  I have asked the applicant --- they had a request at 

Greers & Beers, to be open on Thanksgiving eve --- have a special 

amplified music on Eden Avenue with Greers & Beers. 

 I felt it was appropriate really to bring this before the full 

board because although we are not a precedent setting board, this 

could, I’m sure we’ll hear --- something else will come before us. 

 So, I’d rather have the full board hear the applicant’s request 

and then when we vote on it, go from there. 

 Will the applicant please state her name and address for the 

record, please? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Alexa Zammett, 140 Fern Hill Road, Bristol, CT. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. Why don’t you explain to the board what you 

would like us to do? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Sure.  So, right now, I believe we’re zoned for a 

five-piece acoustic.  I think it is Thanksgiving-eve, so it’s 

Wednesday, November 23
rd
, we would like to bring in a live band. 

 It’s a five-piece band with amplified.  They’re very good friends 

of ours.  They’re well known in my town as well as parts of 

Southington.  It’s kind of a tradition for them to play this 

particular night. 

 They approached us wanting to play at our location.  Because 

we’re friends and because they like the atmosphere.  So I wanted to do 

our due diligence and make sure I went about it the right way and got 

the proper permission before doing so. 

 THE CHAIR:  Appreciate that. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  This is in the interior? 

 MS. ZAMMETT: Yes. 

 MR. LAPORTE: It’s only on the interior? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  I’m sorry. What was that? 

 MR. LAPORTE: It’s only on the interior. 

 MS. ZAMMETT: Inside.  Yes. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: On Thanksgiving Day? 
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 MS. ZAMMETT:  Thanksgiving eve.  So it is Wednesday, November 

23
rd
.  

 Normally our hours of operation on a Wednesday would be 11:30 am 

to 10:00 pm. 

 That particular night we would stay open until 1:00 am. 

 THE CHAIR:  So the only change you are really asking for is you 

have got five acoustical pieces and you’re asking for amplification 

which is the only change. 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  To the stipulations that we approved back on January 

of 2016. 

 So the question is going to be of this board, once we, if in fact 

your desire is to approve it, we’ll probably being seeing others. So 

if we do make a motion to approve, do we want to put any further 

stipulations on it.  That it can’t be heard outside the building, 

whatever.  You know.  Since it is a one shot deal, it might be a good 

test, if you will. 

 MR. LAPORTE: All the doors and windows are going to be closed? 

 MS. ZAMMETT: Yes. 

 MR. GWOREK:  This is only for this year, 2016?  We’re not going 

to do it – 

 THE CHAIR:  This is a onetime event.  On Thanksgiving eve. 

 So, I would ask what is the desire of the board? 

 I’m sorry? 

 MR. LAPORTE: All I’m saying is is the building going to be 

rocking when they’re playing music in there?  Is it real loud?  Are 

you going to be reasonable? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Yes.  They are not uh, um --- 

 THE CHAIR:  What kind of a band is it?  I mean, is it a rock 

band?  Is it bluegrass? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  They play like modern rock, classic rock, Dave 

Matthews Band covers.  John Meyer covers.  They do some Van Morrison, 

things like that. 

 So it is not going to be drawing um, a crazy crowd or attracting 

any underage drinking.  It is mostly people from my age all of the way 

to, probably my parents’ age.  It is a lot of my friends, my parents’ 

friends that would come out for a night like this. 
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 MR. BOHIGIAN: It’s Thanksgiving eve. 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Thanksgiving eve. 

 THE CHAIR:  What are the hours again? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  We would be open until 1:00 am.  

 THE CHAIR:  One am? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Yes. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: You know, to the right of them, if you are facing 

to the building, to the left, is a gas station and to the right is 

Dolores Longo’s old hairstyle.   

 THE CHAIR:  Behind it you’ve got the school. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Yah, well, the school is nothing because it’s 

going to be closed. 

 THE CHAIR:  Yah, I know. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: But across the street there is some residential.  I 

don’t know --- 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  You can see we are concerned about the noise. 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Right, right. 

 THE CHAIR:  Dave? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Sorry, sorry. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  I think that you know, since there are unknowns, 

decibels.  See where it goes this year.  And, if it comes back again, 

we can make suggestions for next year. 

 I mean, however you want to handle it but typically that’s how we 

deal with these things because it is an unknown.  If we don’t get 

complaints, great.  If we do, then we can handle them. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Where would the band be?  In the dining room in 

the back? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Yes. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  In the corner, probably? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Yes, yes. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  Does anybody know this type of music?  Anybody 

sitting here? 

 Dave, do you? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Oh, yes. 
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 (Everyone commenting.) 

 THE CHAIR:  Not at our age. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  It’s okay.  I mean, it is going to be loud. 

 THE CHAIR:  I think this is a onetime event.  I think it is a 

good way to get a feel for it.  Try it.  If we get complaints from the 

neighbors, probably won’t happen again.  That’s all. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I just think the positioning of the band in the 

furthest portion of the door, you know? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Right. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  It probably would be better for you for the 

future.  You know? 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  And, we also want to make sure it is safe, as well.  

We don’t want everyone crowded in one area.  So, we’re going to spread 

it out as far as separate the band from the actual bar itself so we 

don’t have people crowding at the bar trying to put orders in and 

people crowding around the band trying to dance. 

 So that kind of mitigates any safety risks. 

 THE CHAIR:  I’m sorry.  Let me clarify. It is in the back of the 

dining room. 

 MS. ZAMMETT: Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Away from the windows and away from the road side. 

 MS. ZAMMETT: Yes.  Away from the door.   

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  The further back. 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  We do have, no necessarily a vestibule, but there 

is a door to come in the front entrance and then another door to get 

into the bar.  So there are two sets of doors separating where the 

noise would be from the other environment. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  So the desire of the board is to say “okay” on 

this particular onetime event? 

 MR. LAPORTE:  One-time event. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I’d say, try it and see how it goes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.   

 You’re good to go! 

 MR. PUGLIESE:  We wish you luck. 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Thank you.   
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 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Do we have to take a vote? 

 THE CHAIR:  Nope. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Good luck to you! 

 MS. ZAMMETT:  Thank you.   I appreciate it. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, anything else to come before the board?  Dave, 

next meeting? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Yes, we have quite a few next time. 

 Five or six. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Can I have a motion to adjourn? 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. 

Bohigian.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

    Robert Salka, Chairman 


